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EDITORIAL

Dear young rheumatologists and
researchers in rheumatology,
We are excited to present you a new issue of
EMEUNEWS and to introduce the EMEUNET
Working Group for 2017-2018.
This group of enthusiastic young volunteers
undertakes the organisational role to facilitate the
wider aims of EMEUNET. Currently the
EMEUNET Working Group has 47 members from
21 EULAR countries.
The application process is competitive and takes
place annually in April-May. Applications are
scored by the EMEUNET Steering Committee
and a decision is made primarily on scientific
merit, but also by national representation, age,
and prior work done within EMEUNET or in
national young rheumatologist’s associations.
If you would like to join the EMEUNET Working
Group and be actively involved in our activities
keep an eye on emails from EMEUNET and do
not miss our next call for applications! If you have
already applied but have not been selected, this
does not preclude you from applying again the
following year.
In this issue you will also find details about
upcoming educational events of interest to
EMEUNET members.
If this is your first contact with EMEUNET, we
invite you to explore more and join us. If you are
already part of our community, we kindly remind
you that sharing is caring. Spread the word about
our activities and work, and help us reach more
young rheumatologists and researchers.
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More information about EMEUNET can be
found at http://emeunet.eular.org
You can also reach us through the following
email emeunet@eular.ch

www.facebook.com/EMEUNET
www.twitter.com/EMEUNET
http://www.linkedin.com

We hope that you enjoy reading this newsletter
and would be very happy to receive any
comments or contributions for future issues.

Mike Becker, Antonis Fanouriakis, and Richard
Conway, on behalf of the Newsletter Subgroup
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THE EMEUNET STEERING COMMITTEE
2017- 2018
Elena Nikiphorou, MBBS/BSc MRCP MD(Res) – United Kingdom
Elena is a consultant rheumatologist at the Whittington Hospital in London, UK, and a clinical
researcher at the Academic Rheumatology Department of King’s College London, UK. Her
main research interests focus on inflammatory arthritis, including rheumatoid arthritis (RA)
and more recently spondyloarthritis, comorbidity, and long-term disease outcomes. She has
completed her MD(Res) at University College London, focusing on structural outcomes in
RA. Ongoing work focuses on socio-economic aspects of disease, outcomes research, and
medical education. Elena is the Chair of EMEUNET.
enikiphorou@gmail.com

Alessia Alunno, MD PhD – Italy
Alessia is assistant professor of rheumatology at the Rheumatology Unit, University of
Perugia, Italy. Her main research interests are the pathogenic role of T lymphocyte subsets
and the identification of novel autoantibodies in Sjögren’s syndrome, systemic lupus
erythematosus, and rheumatoid arthritis. Alessia is a member of the EULAR Study Group on
Sjögren’s syndrome, one of the social media advisors for Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases,
and she currently leads the Young Rheumatologist Group of the Italian Society of
Rheumatology (SIRyoung). Alessia is the Chair-Elect of EMEUNET.
alessia.alunno82@gmail.com

Sofia Ramiro, MD MSc PhD – The Netherlands, Portugal
Sofia is a rheumatology fellow and a senior researcher at the Leiden University Medical
Center, Leiden, the Netherlands. Her research focuses on spondyloarthritis, rheumatoid
arthritis, imaging, and outcomes research/epidemiology. She did her PhD at the University of
Amsterdam on long-term outcomes in ankylosing spondylitis under the supervision of Prof.
Robert Landewé and Prof. Désirée van der Heijde. She has done a Master's in Epidemiology
at Maastricht University. Sofia comes originally from Portugal and has an appointment at
Nova Medical School in Lisbon. Sofia is the Past Chair of EMEUNET.
sofiaramiro@gmail.com
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THE EMEUNET SUBGROUP LEADERSHIP TEAM
2017- 2018
Mary Canavan, PhD – Ireland
Mary is a postdoctoral researcher in molecular rheumatology in Trinity College Dublin. She
completed her PhD in Immunology in Dublin City University and is now completing her
second postdoctoral research fellowship. Her research interests include examining immune
infiltration, in particular dendritic cells and T cells in inflammatory arthritis, and examining the
effects of the joint microenvironment on immune cell activation. Mary is co-leader of the
EMEUNET Social Media Subgroup and leader of the ARD-EMEUNET social media
collaboration.
mary.canavan@ucd.ie

Richard Conway, MD – Ireland
Richard is a consultant rheumatologist at St. James’s Hospital, Dublin, Ireland. His major
research interests include epidemiology and vasculitis. He is completing a PhD in giant cell
arteritis at University College Dublin. Richard is the leader of the EMEUNET Newsletter
Subgroup.
drrichardconway@gmail.com

Meghna Jani, MBChB MRCP MSc PhD – United Kingdom
Meghna is an NIHR academic clinical lecturer and rheumatology trainee at the Arthritis
Research UK Centre for Epidemiology, University of Manchester, UK. Her research interests
are
in
inflammatory
arthritis
(rheumatoid
arthritis
and
psoriatic
arthritis),
pharmacoepidemiology, clinical epidemiology, immunogenicity to biologics, and stratified
medicine. Meghna is the leader of the EMEUNET Education Subgroup and a social media
editor for Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases.
meghna.jani@manchester.ac.uk
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THE EMEUNET SUBGROUP LEADERSHIP TEAM
2017- 2018

Marie Kostine, MD – France
Marie is an assistant professor in the rheumatology department at Bordeaux Hospital,
France. Her major clinical and research interest is in onco-rheumatology, with regard to
rheumatic manifestations occurring in cancer patients. She is completing a PhD in immune
infiltrate in bone and soft-tissue sarcomas, and spent 2 years at the Leiden University Medical
Center, Netherlands. Marie is the co-leader of the EMEUNET Global Affairs Subgroup.
mariekostine@hotmail.fr

Aurélie Najm, MD – France
Aurélie is a rheumatology fellow at Nantes University Hospital, France. She is also a PhD
student at the University of Biology of Nantes. Her main research interests are the
immunopathology of synovial tissue in inflammatory arthritis, and new therapeutics and
prognostic markers in rheumatoid arthritis. Aurelie is the co-leader of the EMEUNET Global
Affairs Subgroup and a member of the Education Subgroup.
aurelie.najm@gmail.com

Felice Rivellese, MD PhD – Italy, United Kingdom
Felice is a research fellow and honorary clinical fellow at the Department of Rheumatology of
Queen Mary University of London, with a research interest in the involvement of mast cells in
rheumatoid arthritis and other rheumatic diseases. He is a clinical immunologist and he
obtained his PhD in immuno-rheumatology in 2016. Felice is the leader of the EMEUNET
Visibility Subgroup and a member of the Education Subgroup.
rivelles@gmail.com
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THE EMEUNET SUBGROUP LEADERSHIP TEAM
2017- 2018

Javier Rodríguez-Carrio, MSc PhD – Spain
Javier is a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Oviedo (Spain). His major research
interests are focused on the role of the immune system in endothelial activation, lipoprotein
dysfunction, and early atherosclerosis development in rheumatic autoimmune diseases. He
has gained international experience during a stay at the Academic Medical Centre
(Amsterdam, The Netherlands). Javier is the leader of the EMEUNET Country Liaison
Subgroup and a member of the Peer Mentoring Subgroup.
javiercarrio@hotmail.com

Alexandre Sepriano, MD – Portugal, The Netherlands
Alexandre is a rheumatologist from Lisbon, Portugal. He is currently a PhD applicant at the
rheumatology department of the Leiden University Medical Centre, The Netherlands. His
major research areas of interest are early diagnosis and long-term imaging outcomes in
spondyloarthritis. Alexandre is the leader of the EMEUNET Peer Mentoring Subgroup.
alexsepriano@gmail.com

Paul Studenic, MD – Austria
Paul is a clinical fellow in internal medicine and rheumatology, and research associate at
the Medical University of Vienna in the Division of Rheumatology. He is in the final phase of
his PhD, that he is conducting under the supervision of Prof. Daniel Aletaha and has a
major research focus on outcome measures and disease assessment in inflammatory
arthritis, particularly patient reported outcomes and biomarkers as well as observational
longitudinal and reliability studies. Paul is the co-leader of the EMEUNET Social Media
Subgroup.
paul.studenic@meduniwien.ac.at
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THE EMEUNET WORKING GROUP
2017- 2018
Stefano Alivernini, MD PhD – Italy
Stefano is an academic researcher and consultant in rheumatology at the Institute of
Rheumatology of the Catholic University of The Sacred Heart (Rome). He completed his
research fellowship at the Institute of Infection, Immunity and Inflammation, University of
Glasgow, and at the Department of Clinical Immunology and Rheumatology, Academic
Medical Centre (Amsterdam) in 2011. He got his PhD at the University of Verona in 2013.
His main areas of research are synovitis pathogenesis, epigenetics, and personalized
medicine. Stefano is a member of the EMEUNET Country Liaisons Subgroup.
stefano.alivernini@hotmail.it

Mike Becker, MD MSc – Germany, Switzerland
Mike is a consultant rheumatologist and researcher at the University Hospital of Zürich,
Switzerland. His research focuses on clinical and translational aspects of systemic sclerosis
and his major clinical interests include connective tissue diseases and vasculitis. He
graduated from the Philipps University in Marburg, Germany and got a Master`s degree from
the University of Oxford, UK. Mike is a member of the EMEUNET Newsletter Subgroup.
mikeoliver.becker@usz.ch

Gonçalo Boleto, MD MSc – Portugal, France
Gonçalo is a trainee in rheumatology and clinical immunology in Reims University Hospital,
France, and a research fellow within the Cochin Institute, Paris, France. His research
interests focus on the pathophysiology of systemic sclerosis, with a specific interest in
experimental inflammation-driven fibrosis. Gonçalo is a member of the EMEUNET
Newsletter Subgroup.
gmgboleto@gmail.com

Francesco Carubbi, MD PhD – Italy
Francesco has completed his specialist training in clinical immunology and a PhD in internal
medicine and applied immunology. He currently works as a consultant at the Department of
Internal Medicine, ASL 1 Avezzano, L’Aquila, Sulmona, and research associate at the
Rheumatology Unit, University of L’Aquila, Italy. He completed a 14 months research
fellowship at the Centre for Experimental Medicine & Rheumatology, QMUL, UK. His main
interests are Sjögren’s syndrome, B-cell targeted therapies, salivary gland histopathology,
spondyloarthritis, and musculoskeletal ultrasonography. Francesco is a member of the
EMEUNET Newsletter Subgroup.
francescocarubbi@libero.it
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THE EMEUNET WORKING GROUP
2017- 2018
Giulio Cavalli, MD – Italy
Giulio is an attending physician and research fellow in the Unit of Immunology,
Rheumatology, Allergy and Rare Diseases at San Raffaele Hospital and University of Milan,
Italy. His major research interests include inflammation, the Interleukin-1 family of molecules,
and the genetic risk of developing autoimmunity. He is completing a PhD in inflammation at
Radboud University in Njimegen, The Netherlands. Giulio is a member of the EMEUNET
Social Media Subgroup.
cavalli.giulio@gmail.com

Diederick De Cock, PhD – Belgium, United Kingdom
Diederik is a Belgian epidemiologist currently working in Manchester, UK. Aside from his full
time job of being a father and professional sport enthusiast, Diederik is working at the
University of Manchester as a post doctoral research associate in the field of rheumatic
epidemiology. His specialties are investigator initiated randomised trials in early RA and the
safety of biological treatment in advanced RA and JIA. Diederick is a member of the
EMEUNET Social Media Subgroup.
diederik.decock@manchester.ac.uk

Katie Druce, PhD – United Kingdom
Katie is a post-doctoral research associate at the University of Manchester, currently
working on the QUAlity of life, Sleep and rheumatoid ARthritis (QUASAR) study. Her PhD
focused on the relationship between pain and fatigue in rheumatoid arthritis and she remains
keenly interested in patient reported outcomes. Katie is a member of the EMEUNET
Education Subgroup.
katie.druce@manchester.ac.uk

Antonis Fanouriakis, MD – Greece
Antonis is a consultant rheumatologist in “Attikon” University Hospital, Athens. He has
completed a MSc program in molecular medicine and his thesis on neuropsychiatric
systemic lupus erythematosus, both in the University of Crete, Greece. His scientific
interests focus on systemic autoimmune diseases, mainly the pathogenesis and treatment of
systemic lupus erythematosus. Antonis is a member of the EMEUNET Newsletter and
Country Liaisons Subgroups.
afanour@med.uoa.gr
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THE EMEUNET WORKING GROUP
2017- 2018
Megan Hanlon, BSc – Ireland
Megan completed her BSc in Biomedical, Health and Life Sciences from University College
Dublin in 2016. She then joined Prof Fearon’s molecular rheumatology group in Trinity
College Dublin under an Irish Research Council PhD scholarship in the same year. Her
main research interests include macrophage immunometabolism and dysregulation within
the inflamed synovium. Megan is a member of the EMEUNET Social Media and Visibility
Subgroups.
megan.hanlon@ucdconnect.ie

Katja Lakota, MPharm, PhD – Slovenia
Katja is an analyst in the Immunology Laboratory, University Medical Centre Ljubljana,
Slovenia and assistant professor at FAMNIT, University of Primorska. Her main research
interests are acute phase responses in rheumatic diseases and the development of fibrosis in
systemic sclerosis. Katja is a member of the EMEUNET Newsletter Subgroup.
katja.lakota@guest.arnes.si

Jan Leipe, MD – Germany
Jan is a board-certified rheumatologist and is currently an attending physician at the
University of Munich, Germany. His major research interests include early rheumatoid
arthritis and the role of T cells in the pathogenesis of autoimmune arthritis. Jan is a member
of the EMEUNET Peer-mentoring Subgroup.
jan_leipe@yahoo.de

Santiago Rodrigues Manica, MD – Portugal
Santiago is a rheumatology fellow at the Hospital Egas Moniz, CHLO and a researcher at
CEDOC (from NOVA University) in Lisbon, Portugal. His main scientific interests are
outcomes research and epidemiology in RMDs. He enjoys taking new challenges, travelling,
and learning new languages. Santiago is a member of the EMEUNET Social Media and Peer
Mentoring Subgroups.
santiagorodriguesma@gmail.com
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THE EMEUNET WORKING GROUP
2017- 2018
Anna Olewicz-Gawlick, MD PhD – Poland
Anna is an academic teacher and clinical immunologist in the Department of Infectious
Diseases, Hepatology and Acquired Immunodeficiencies at Poznan University of Medical
Sciences. Her doctoral dissertation was on fucosylation of acute phase proteins in patients
with rheumatoid arthritis. Her professional interests focus on systemic sclerosis, Sjögren’s
syndrome and immunology. Anna is a member of the EMEUNET Country Liaisons
Subgroup.
gawla@onet.eu

Francesca Ometto, MD – Italy
Francesca is a PhD fellow in rheumatology at the University Hospital of Padova, Italy. Her
major research interests include rheumatoid arthritis, biological drugs, and patient reported
outcomes. Francesca is a member of the EMEUNET Country Liaisons Subgroup.
f.ometto@gmail.com

Ana Ortiz, PhD – Portugal, Belgium
Ana is a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Leuven, Belgium, aiming to investigate
the mechanoresponsiveness of chondrocytes. In 2016, she obtained her PhD thesis from the
University of the West of Scotland (UWS), in collaboration with the University of Glasgow. In
2013, she obtained a bioscience honours degree from UWS (United Kingdom) and a biology
bachelor’s degree from Universidad de Extremadura (UEx, Spain). Her research interest is
primarily on osteoarthritis with a focus on inflammation and tissue remodeling. Ana is a
member of the EMEUNET Social Media Subgroup.
anaortiz210@gmail.com

Yesim Ozguler, MD – Turkey
Yesim is a third year fellow at Istanbul University, Cerrahpasa Medical Faculty, Istanbul,
Turkey. Her major research interests include Behçet’s syndrome and vasculitis. She worked
as a fellow for the task force of the EULAR recommendations for the management of
Behçet’s syndrome in 2015. She is also an OMERACT fellow in the Behçet’s syndrome
special interest group since 2014. Yesim is a member of the EMEUNET Peer Mentoring
Subgroup.
yesimozguler@yahoo.com
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THE EMEUNET WORKING GROUP
2017- 2018
Ivan Padjen, MD PhD – Croatia
Ivan is completing his Rheumatology training at the University Hospital Centre Zagreb,
Croatia. He received his PhD degree in 2016 at the University of Zagreb. His main scientific
interests include epidemiology and outcome research in systemic lupus erythematosus and
rheumatoid arthritis. Ivan spent six months of his training at the Medical University of Vienna,
Department of Rheumatology, under the supervision of Professor Daniel Aletaha. Ivan is a
member of the EMEUNET Social Media Subgroup.
ivan_padjen@yahoo.ca

Simone Parisi, MD – Italy
Simone is a consultant rheumatologist at University Hospital “Città della Salute e della
Scienza”, Turin, Italy. His major research interests include arthritis, connective tissue
diseases, and imaging. He is a member of Musculoskeletal Ultrasound Study Group of the
Italian Society of Rheumatology and he is completing a training course at the Epidemiology
Unit of the Italian Society of Rheumatology. Simone is a member of the Social Media
Subgroup.
simone.parisi@hotmail.it

John Pauling, BMedSci BMBS PhD – United Kingdom
John is consultant rheumatologist at the Royal National Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases and
senior lecturer in the Department of Pharmacy and Pharmacology at the University of Bath.
His PhD research included validation studies of laser speckle contrast imaging and has led to
an interest in peripheral vascular outcomes in scleroderma. John is currently leading the
international Scleroderma Clinical Trials Consortium Vascular Working Group to devise better
methods for assessing peripheral vascular complications in SSc. John is a member of the
EMEUNET Global Affairs Subgroup.
johnpauling@nhs.net

Polina Putrik, MD PhD – Russia, The Netherlands
Polina is a post-doctoral fellow at the rheumatology department at Maastricht University
Medical Center. Her scope of academic interests covers the epidemiology of rheumatic
diseases, socio-economic inequities in disease outcomes, and the role of access to
innovative medications (such as biologic DMARDs) in these inequities. She did her PhD
under supervision of Prof. Annelies Boonen and Dr. Sofia Ramiro. Currently Polina is also
studying towards a Master of Statistics at Hasselt University, Belgium. Polina is member of
the EMEUNET Peer Mentoring Subgroup.
polina.putrik@gmail.com
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THE EMEUNET WORKING GROUP
2017- 2018

Andreas Ramming, MD – Germany
Andreas is a rheumatology resident and research group leader at the University Hospital of
Erlangen, Germany. He focuses on translational research and especially signaling pathways
in chronic inflammatory arthritis and fibrotic diseases. He is member of the EULAR education
team, participating in authoring the EULAR Online Course on Systemic Sclerosis. Andreas is
a member of the EMEUNET Education Subgroup.
andreas.ramming@uk-erlangen.de

Andrea Regel, MD – Germany
Andrea is a resident in internal medicine and rheumatology at the Rheumazentrum
Ruhrgebiet, Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany. Her research focus is axial spondyloarthritis.
In 2017, she submitted her PhD thesis in axial spondyloarthritis at the Ruhr-University
Bochum, Germany. Andrea is a member of the EMEUNET Social Media Subgroup.
andrea-regel@web.de

Tânia Santiago, MD – Portugal
Tânia is a consultant rheumatologist at the Department of Rheumatology , Centro Hospitalar
e Universtário de Coimbra, Portugal. Her major research interests include preclinical and
early arthritis, systemic sclerosis, and glucocorticoids. She is starting her PhD on skin and
lung ultrasound in systemic sclerosis. Tânia is a member of the EMEUNET Education
Subgroup.
tlousasantiago@hotmail.com

Karen Schreiber, MD – Denmark, United Kingdom
Karen is a clinical research fellow at the Thrombosis and Haemostasis Centre, St Thomas'
Hospital, London. She graduated from Aarhus University in Denmark and is currently
undertaking her PhD for the Universities of Copenhagen and London. Her main interests are
thrombosis and pregnancy complications in antiphospholipid syndrome and SLE. She
recently received the Eberhard F. Mammen Young Investigator Award. Karen is a member of
the EMEUNET Social Media Subgroup.
karenschreiber@hotmail.com
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THE EMEUNET WORKING GROUP
2017- 2018
Maliha Shaikh, MBChB MRCP – United Kingdom
Maliha is a speciality trainee in rheumatology and general internal medicine in north London
and a clinical research fellow at Cambridge University Hospitals (Addenbrooke’s). Her clinical
and research interests are focused around pain mechanisms in musculoskeletal disease,
complex regional pain syndrome, and rheumatoid arthritis. She is the North East and Central
London trainee representative to the British Society of Rheumatology. Maliha is a member of
the EMEUNET Country Liaison Subgroup.
malihashaikh@doctors.org.uk

Simon Stones, BSc (Hons) AMRSB – United Kingdom
Simon is a doctoral researcher in child and family health at the University of Leeds. He is a
passionate advocate for young people living with rheumatic and musculoskeletal diseases,
inspired by his own journey with arthritis since childhood. His research interests include selfmanagement, mobile and electronic health interventions, and patient and public involvement
in research. He is a member of the International Children’s Advisory Network scientific
advisory board and is also affiliated with several groups across the UK and Europe in his role
as a patient research partner. Simon is a member of the EULAR Young PARE working group
and the EMEUNET Social Media Subgroup.
simonstones@icloud.com

Katrin Thorarinsdottir, MD – Iceland, Sweden
Katrin is a consultant rheumatologist at the Sahlgrenska University Hospital in Gothenburg,
Sweden. Her research focus is in the pathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis. She is a PhD
student at the University of Gothenburg. Her PhD project is on B cells in rheumatoid arthritis.
Katrin is a member of the EMEUNET Peer Mentoring Subgroup.
kthorarins@gmail.com

Anne Troldborg, MD PhD – Denmark
Anne is a rheumatology fellow and researcher at the University of Aarhus, Denmark. She
recently defended her PhD in innate immunity and SLE. Fields of interest include
immunology, the complement system, SLE, and CTDs. She takes part in the evaluation and
improvement of rheumatology departments in Denmark, and is responsible for training
specialists in rheumatology led by the Ministry of Health. Anne is a member of the
EMEUNET Education and Visibility Subgroups.
annetrol@rm.dk
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THE EMEUNET WORKING GROUP
2017- 2018
Marloes van Onna, MD PhD – The Netherlands
Marloes is a staff rheumatologist at the Maastricht University Medical Center, Maastricht,
the Netherlands. She completed her dissertation on early identification and referral of
patients suspected of having axial spondyloarthritis. Her research focuses on
spondyloarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis, and outcomes research. Marloes is a member of the
EMEUNET Education Subgroup.

m.van.onna@mumc.nl

Valentina Vardanyan , MD PhD – Armenia
Valentina is an associate professor and shared head of education at the Department of
Internal Diseases N1, Yerevan State Medical University, and an attending rheumatologist at
University Hospital Complex “Muratsan”, Yerevan, Armenia. Her research focus is in
rheumatoid arthritis, psoriatic arthritis, and ANCA-associated vasculitides. She completed
her PhD at the Yerevan State Medical University on the investigation of factors associated
with efficacy and the occurrence of adverse events with methotrexate in rheumatoid arthritis
and spondyloarthritis. Valentina is a member of the EMEUNET Country Liaisons Subgroup.
valentina.vardanyan@gmail.com

Sarah Wade, BSc – Ireland
Sarah is a final year PhD student at Trinity College Dublin/University College Dublin
completing a PhD in psoriatic arthritis. Sarah was award a BSc in translational medicine in
University College Dublin in 2014. Her main research focus is on mechanisms of disease in
synovial inflammation, with a particular interest in angiogenesis, metabolism, T cell biology,
and PDE4 signaling. Sarah is a member of the Newsletter and Social Media Subgroups.
sarahwade22791@gmail.com

Casper Webers, MD – The Netherlands
Casper is a PhD candidate at Maastricht University and the Maastricht University Medical
Center. His major research focus is on axial spondyloarthritis (axSpA), under the supervision
of Annelies Boonen. Past work has focused on gender-attributable differences in axSpA and
willingness-to-pay for treatment with biological drugs. He is currently researching
socioeconomic outcomes, such as employment and sick leave, as well as the diagnosis of
axSpA. Upon completion of his PhD track, he will commence specialist training in
rheumatology. Casper is a member of the EMEUNET Newsletter Subgroup.
cjp.webers@maastrichtuniversity.nl
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2017- 2018
Md Yuzaiful Md Yusof, MBChB – United Kingdom
Yuz is a NIHR funded doctoral research fellow and a specialist registrar in rheumatology at
Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust. His major research interests include B cell therapies,
systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), ANCA-associated vasculitis, infections, and
biomarkers. He is completing a PhD in personalising biological therapies in at risk and
established SLE at the University of Leeds. Yuz is a member of the EMEUNET Newsletter
Subgroup.
Y.Yusof@leeds.ac.uk

Joanna Zalewska, MD PhD – Poland
Joanna is a rheumatologist at the Jan Biziel Hospital in Bydgoszcz, Poland. Her main areas
of research are RA, Sjögren`s Syndrome, Hashimoto disease, the effectiveness of radiation
synovectomy in rheumatic diseases, SLE, and vasculitis. Joanna is a member of the
EMEUNET Newsletter and Peer Mentoring Subgroups.
asia_zetka@wp.pl

Polona Zigon, MSc PhD – Slovenia
Polona is an analyst researcher at the University Medical Centre Ljubljana, Slovenia. Her
research interests include epidemiologic and diagnostic studies of systemic autoimmune
diseases, mostly systemic lupus erythematosus,
antiphospholipid syndrome, and
vasculitis. She completed her Master’s and PhD on the role of antiprothrombin antibodies in
antiphospholipid syndrome, at University Medical Centre Ljubljana and Hokkaido
University, Japan. Polona is a member of the EMEUNET Social Media Subgroup.
polona.zigon@guest.arnes.si
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UPCOMING EDUCATIONAL EVENTS

EDUCATIONAL EVENTS
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2017
SEPTEMBER 2017

36th Annual Meeting of the European Bone and Joint Infection Society
o When and Where: 7 – 9 Sep 2017, Nantes, France
o Website: http://ebjis2017.org/
2017 meeting of European Society for Immunodeficiencies: Autoimmunity &
Inflammation in PID; Beyond The Paradox
o When and Where: 11 – 14 Sep 2017, Edinburgh, United Kingdom
o Website: http://esid2017.kenes.com/
PReS 2017
o When and Where: 14 – 17 Sep 2017, Athens, Greece
o Website: http://www.pres.eu/
Irish Society for Rheumatology Autumn Meeting 2017
o When and Where: 21 – 22 Sep 2017, Galway, Ireland
o Website: http://www.isr.ie/events/78/isr-autumn-meeting-2017
23rd Congress of the Polish Society of Rheumatology
o When and Where: 21 – 23 Sep 2017, Szczecin, Poland
o Website: http://www.termedia.pl/Konferencje?Intro&e=612&p=4156

OCTOBER 2017

27th International Musculoskeletal Ultrasound Conference
o When and Where: 15 – 18 Oct 2017, Tel Aviv, Israel
o Website: https://www.musoc.com/musculoskeletal-utrasound-conference.html
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COURSES AND MEETINGS

THE EULAR ON-LINE COURSES
All EULAR courses, as electronic ways of continuous medical education in rheumatology, are
managed by a scientific course committee responsible for the structure and content of the courses
and for ensuring regular quality control and advancement. Teams of expert authors are regularly
reviewing and updating the courses to keep up with the newest developments in the field.

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

Course

Duration

Registration and More Information

12th EULAR On-line Course on
Rheumatic Diseases

2 years

9th EULAR On-line Course on
Connective Tissue Diseases (CTD)

9 months

https://www.eular.org/edu_online_course_ctd.cf
m

7th EULAR On-line Course on
Systemic Sclerosis (SSc)

9 months

https://www.eular.org/edu_online_course_ssc.cf
m

6th EULAR On-line Introductory
Ultrasound Course

7 months

https://www.eular.org/edu_online_course_msus.
cfm

4th EULAR / PReS On-line Course in
Paediatric Rheumatology

9 months

https://www.eular.org/edu_online_course_paedi
atric.cfm

3rd EULAR On-line Course for Health
Professionals

9 months

https://www.eular.org/edu_online_course_hpr.cf
m

https://www.eular.org/edu_online_course.cfm

The EULAR On-line Courses on Rheumatic Diseases,
CTDs, SSc and US are also available as APP

PARTICIPANT FEEDBACK:
“Ultrasonography is essential for the training of Rheumatologists and represents a key aspect of patient’s evaluation.
The EULAR On-line Introductory Ultrasound Course offers theoretical basic skills on musculoskeletal ultrasound in
rheumatic diseases as well as in healthy subjects. The high quality of contents as well as the experience of the
Faculty are the two main reasons to join this course. Moreover, the website is straightforward and very easy to use.
Upon passing the final examination, EULAR releases a certificate. This course is very useful for Rheumatologists
who would like to acquire a basic theoretical knowledge on musculoskeletal ultrasound.”
“I attended the EULAR On-line Introductory Ultrasound Course. It is a well structured basic course on
ultrasonography that is divided in different modules according to the different anatomical sites. Each module
includes specific exercises and the final test. I found this course very interesting and it provided me with a complete
overview of ultrasonography in rheumatology. I would recommend this course as to me it was overall more useful
and formative compared to some different on-site courses I previously attended.”
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2ND EULAR IMMUNOLOGY COURSE
Understanding the immunologic background of autoimmune-mediated rheumatic diseases is a
fundamental prerequisite for both clinicians to make wise decisions in complex medical settings
and researchers to develop effective and tolerable targeted therapies. The ambition of this course
is to bring both parties together for working on challenges in immunology and accelerating the
translation of basic findings into clinical practice.
The main goal of the course is to increase the knowledge and skills of young researchers in
immunology and stimulate critical thinking in the design of experimental studies. This course is
designed as the perfect complement to the EULAR online course on rheumatic diseases and the
EULAR postgraduate course, by consolidating your knowledge in immunology in a more interactive
way. However, previous participation of these courses is not mandatory.
Furthermore, this course brings together clinicians and scientists, thereby facilitating interaction,
discussion, and collaboration in translating basic immunology findings into clinical practice. People
participating in this course can enter an immunology and translational rheumatology network to
facilitate communication between European groups working in the field of immunology and
translational research dedicated to rheumatic diseases.
This is a selective course, with competitive admission, for young rheumatologists and
rheumatology researchers with a confirmed interest in immunology. The course is a compact, one
and a half day event on immunology and translational research with a special emphasis on hot
immunology topics and on the design, interpretation and analysis of basic or translational research
projects. The course is designed to facilitate problem- and case-oriented learning to enhance the
interactions among participants and between participants and the faculty.

Next EULAR Immunology Course will take place on
6-7 April 2018 in Lisbon, Portugal
REGISTRATION OPENING SOON, TRAVEL BURSARIES ALSO AVAILABLE

For information and to register visit:
http://www.eular.org/eular_course_on_immunology.cfm
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With its postgraduate course, EULAR seeks to update the professional knowledge of young
rheumatologists from around the world, whilst giving the participants the opportunity to meet and
exchange ideas and experiences. Target participants are fellows/residents in rheumatology,
clinician scientists in rheumatology, and newly certified rheumatologists, as well as more
experienced rheumatologists who need to remain up-to-date in rheumatology and immunology. The
EULAR postgraduate course is a unique 3 day refresher, "crash course", in clinical and
experimental rheumatology taught by a selected faculty of European experts in a very interactive
and cordial environment. Participants have the opportunity to meet experts in an informal setting,
and to network with trainees and rheumatologists from all over the world. The course includes a
number of interactive workshop sessions and participants can choose which to attend.

Next EULAR Postgraduate Course will take place on
22-25 October 2017 in Belgrade, Serbia
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
EULAR will grant 20 bursaries for this course, covering participation as well as hotel cost and all
meals – everyone under the age of 40 is welcome to apply.
For more information and to register: http://www.eular.org/edu_course_postgraduate.cfm
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THE EMEUNET CALENDAR
The official EMEUNET calendar is now up and running on our website
http://emeunet.eular.org/calendar.cfm
In 2016 EMEUNET launched a new initiative to have a shared calendar of events
and deadlines. We decided to use google, as it offers the advantage of allowing
synchronization with computers and mobile devices.
The
calendar
is
fully
customizable and members
can decide to get notifications
by email or on the mobile

To follow this calendar and transfer it into your
calendar manager in any device (laptop, tablet,
phone), please see the instructions here.
If you are an apple user, we have been informed that in some cases, possibly after a system
update), the synchronization is lost. If this happens, you will need to set again the
synchronization at this address https://www.google.com/calendar/iphoneselect
Here you can find detailed instructions on how to synchronize apple devices with the google
calendar.
The EMEUNET calendar has been up and running for a year, with the aim to ensure that our
members would never loose a deadline or a conference! We hope you have found it useful. If
you have any comment or suggestion please let us know by sending an email to
emeunet@eular.ch
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JOIN EULAR TASK FORCES AND COMMITTEES
Young investigators of EMEUNET are an integral part of all task forces
and committees working on new EULAR recommendations. This is a
wonderful chance for EMEUNET to increase its visibility and for you to
accelerate your academic career.
The last call came in August from the EULAR Recommendations for the
Diagnosis and Management of Sarcoidosis.
Take a look at emails from EMEUNET and find the opportunity most
suitable for you!

SHARE YOUR IDEAS!
Over the years EMEUNET has developed several projects covering
different topics and areas of interest. However, we appreciate any
suggestions and welcome new ideas to expand on what we currently
offer to EMEUNET members. Make your voice heard and share your
ideas with us!

It is easy, just write down some lines to summarize your proposal and
send it either via email at emeunet@eular.ch or through our website
(http://emeunet.eular.org/contact_us.cfm). Don’t forget to provide your
contacts so we can come back to you for additional details!

We look forward to hearing from you!!!
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