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makes it possible to maintain an active network able to

The CLs are the bridge between the EULAR |

to the success of our network but also to that of our
members at an individual level by bringing them
opportunities for research, training and working across
Europe.
In this issue, we will introduce new CLs who have

will also highlight the performance of CLs who excelled
in their role.
We are aware of the difficulties experienced by most of
our members coping with the successive waves of the
current pandemic. Therefore, we would like to thank all
our CLs who resiliently managed to keep our activities
going on. I would also like to acknowledge the work of
my colleagues within the CL subcommittee for their
compromise.
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found at http://emeunet.eular.org
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COUNTRY LIAISONS SUB-COMMITTEE
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Alvise is a consultant in the Rheumatology Department of the Hospital of
region, Italy, and a PhD student at the University of Trento, Italy. His
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW COUNTRY LIAISONS 2020/2021
Hungary

The Netherlands

Féline Kroon
MD PhD

Dóra Sárvári
MD

Dóra Sárvári is a medical doctor since 2016, currently
working at the Immunology Department of
Rheumatology Centrum,
Budai Irgalmasrendi
Kórház, Budapest, Hungary.
She occasionally teaches medical students and
prepares presentations for Immunologic and
rheumatologic conferences.
Her major interests include scleroderma and lupus,
ultrasonography of joints and teaching medical
students.

sarvari.dora@gmail.com

Féline Kroon graduated from medical school at the
University of Maastricht, The Netherlands, in January
2015. Thereafter, she worked as a PhD student at the
Rheumatology department of the Leiden University
Medical Center, The Netherlands. She received her PhD
for research into treatment and outcome measurement
in hand osteoarthritis in November 2020.
Since March 2019 she is a rheumatology trainee at the
Zuyderland Medical Center in Heerlen, The Netherlands.
Féline is a member of the young Dutch Arthritis
Association and has been involved as a fellow in EULAR
management recommendations projects, being an
active member in two OMERACT working groups.
felinekroon@gmail.com

Sweden

United Kingdom

Andrew Melville

Heidi Kokkonen
MD PhD

Heidi Kokkonen is currently working as a Resident
Physician at the Rheumatolgy Department, Public
Health and Clinical Medicine, Norrlands University
Hospital, Umeå, Sweden.
Her research area is risk factors for the development
of rheumatoid arthritis (RA) and is also currently
studying the associations of risk factors for
cardiovascular disease (CVD) prior to diagnosis of
RA in relation to later development of RA and CVD.
Heidi Kokkonen has recently been selected as a
board member of the Swedish Rheumatology
Association.
heidi.kokkonen@umu.se

MD

Andrew Melville is a clinical research fellow and first
year PhD candidate at the Institute of Infection,
Immunity and Inflammation in Glasgow.
Prior to this he spent two years in Leeds as a
rheumatology registrar and academic clinical fellow. He
studied medicine in Cambridge and London, then did
his pre-specialisation foundation and core medical
training in London. During this time he also undertook
an MSc in Musculoskeletal Sciences at NDORMs in
Oxford.
His current research focus is around psoriatic arthritis
and experimental medicine.
andrew.melville@glasgow.ac.uk
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ONGOING COUNTRY LIAISONS – 2020/2021
Albania

Enida
Xhaferi,
MD PhD

Armenia

Austria

Anna
Petoyan,
MD

Philipp
Bosch
MD

Enida graduated as a medical doctor
at the University of Tirana in Albania
and
gained
her
rheumatology
specialization at QSUT Hospital,
Albania.

Anna graduated as a medical doctor
from the Yerevan State Medical
University in 2013. She currently
works as resident in rheumatology in
the “Muratsan” University Hospital.

Her main research interests are
radiographic axial spondyloarthrirtis,
rheumatoid arthritis and rehabilitation.

Her main research interests are
antiphospholipid
syndrome,
rheumatoid arthritis, systemic lupus
erythematosus, systemic sclerosis
and vasculitis.

enida_xhaferi@yahoo.com

petoyan91@gmail.com

Belarus

Belgium

Anastasyia
Tushina,
MD PhD

Ayten
Ishchenko,
MD

Anastasyia has completed her PhD
and she currently works as an
assistant in the 2nd Department of
Internal Diseases at Belarusian State
Medical University, Minsk, Belarus.
Her main research interest is
secondary amyloidosis in patients with
rheumatoid arthritis.

chastya@rambler.ru

Ayten is a young rheumatologist and
PhD fellow working in KU Leuven,
Belgium.
Her main research interests are
spondylarthritis, psoriatic arthritis,
imaging, musculoskeletal ultrasound.
He is also a member of the
EMEUNET Country Liaisons SubCommittee.

alla.ishchenko@telenet.be

APRIL 2021

Philipp studied at the Medical
University of Graz until 2017, and has
done diverse exchange programs in
Germany, Italy and the USA, as well
as the United States Licencing
Examination.
Currently, he is a PhD and research
fellow at the Medical University of
Graz
at
the
department
of
Rheumatology and Immunology.
His research is focused on biomarkers
in psoriatic arthritis. Another interests
include imaging in rheumatic diseases.
philippbosch@gmx.at

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Hamdija
Mujaric
MD

Hamidija graduated as a medical
doctor from the Military Medical
Academy in 2007. He currently works
in the rheumatology department at the
university clinic in Sarajevo.
His main research interests are
echography of the abdomen and
locomotor system, and biological
therapy in rheumatic diseases.

hamdo_m@yahoo.com
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ONGOING COUNTRY LIAISONS – 2020/2021
Bulgaria

Rositsa
Dacheva,
MD

Croatia

Marija
Bakula,
MD PhD

Rositsa graduated from the Medical
University of Sofia, Bulgaria, in 2013.

Marija graduated from the University of
Zagreb School of Medicine.

She is currently working as a
Rheumatology
resident
in
the
Department of Rheumatology at the
University Hospital “St. Ivan Rilski” in
Sofia.

She finished her PhD and is currently
working as a Postdoctoral researcher
in Rheumatology at the University of
Zagreb. Her main interests are SLE
and other connective tissue diseases.

Her interests include systemic lupus
erythematosus, treatment strategies,
autoantibodies, systemic sclerosis and
musculoskeletal ultrasound.

She is an active member of the
Croatian
Section
of
Young
Rheumatologists.

rdacheva@gmail.com

marijaandrassy@gmail.com

Denmark

Egypt

Morten
Aagaard
Nielsen,
MD

Ahmed
Negm,
MD PhD

Morten graduated as a medical doctor
in 2016. After a year as an intern in
general medicine and acute medicine,
he started his PhD at Aarhus
University in the field of immunology
and rheumatology, working closely
together with the Rheumatology
Iutpatient Clinic at Aarhus University
Hospital.
His main research focus is treatment
of rheumatic diseases and the
discovery of new targets, as well as
stratification of patients. He is also
interested in optimizing the training
within the field of rheumatology.
morten.a.nielsen@biomed.au.dk

Ahmed graduated from the Faculty of
Medicine at AL-Azhar University in
Cairo. He currently works at the
Department of Rheumatology under
the Faculty of Medicine of the AlAzhar University.
His main research interests include
epidemiology and imaging techniques
in
rheumatoid
arthritis
and
osteoarthritis.

gagatay2001@yahoo.com
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Czech Republic

Veronika
Balajková,
MD

Veronika graduated as a medical
doctor from the Charles University
(Prague, 2015). Currently she is a
rheumatology trainee at the Institute of
Rheumatology in Prague. In 2018 she
obtained
the
1st
degree
of
specialization in internal medicine.
In 2015 she started her PhD with a
special interest in neuropsychiatric
lupus. She is also part of a research
group
on
systemic
lupus
erythematosus supported by the
Ministry of Health of Czech Republic.
balajkova@revma.cz

Estonia

Puis Liis,
MD

Liis graduated from the University of
Tartu in 2017. She is currently a thirdyear rheumatology resident at the
University of Tartu.
Her interests include systemic lupus
erythematosus, systemic sclerosis,
ultrasonography and vasculitis.

puisliis@gmail.com
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ONGOING COUNTRY LIAISONS – 2020/2021
Finland

France

Anne
Kerola
MD PhD

JeanGuillaume
Letarouilly
MD

Anne graduated from the Medical
Faculty of the University of Helsinki in
2016. She is currently a rheumatologist
at the Päijät-Häme Central Hospital in
Lahti, Finland. She has been involved
in rheumatology research in her home
country from 2012 onwards, and she
defended her thesis on epidemiology
of comorbidities in rheumatoid arthritis
in 2015.
Her major research interests include
comorbidities
and
health
care
utilization in rheumatic diseases.
anne.kerola@helsinki.fi

Germany

Johanna
Mucke
MD

Johanna received her MD from
Heidelberg University. She is currently
working as a clinical and research
fellow in training in rheumatology at the
Heinrich
Heine
University
in
Düsseldorf.

Jean-Guillaume is a rheumatologist at
Lille University Hospital and currently a
full-time PhD student at the Paris
Descartes Medical School.

Nino
Gobejishvili
MD

Nino is the Head of the Georgian
young rheumatologists union (SARG)
and currently works at the Aversi and
Medical House Clinic in Tbilisi in
Georgia.

He is part of the Lille University
Hospital federal project dedicated to
care, research and education in the
field of inflammatory and immunologic
diseases
and
their
targeted
treatments. He is also a board
member of the French association of
young rheumatologists.

Her professional and scientific interests
focus on immune tolerance, especially
in rheumatoid arthritis, systemic lupus
erythematosus, systemic sclerosis and
vasculitides.

jeanguillaume.letarouilly@gmail.com

rheumarheuma@yahoo.com

Greece and Cyprus

George
Fragoulis,
MD PhD

George is a senior rheumatology
registrar at “Laiko” hospital, Athens,
Greece and holds an honorary
research fellow position at the
University of Glasgow.

He graduated in 2007 and supported
Her interests are synovial inflammation his PhD in Athens, in 2014. His main
in rheumatoid arthritis, psoriatic arthritis interests include Sjögren’s syndrome,
and connective tissue diseases.
SLE, rheumatoid arthritis, psoriatic
arthritis and IgG4-related disease.
Johanna is an active member of the
German
Society
of
Young He is also a member of the EMEUNET
Rheumatologists ("RheumaDocs").
Newsletter Sub-Committee.
johanna.mucke@med.uni-duesseldorf.de

Georgia

geofragoul@yahoo.gr
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Ireland

Ramona
Valea,
MD

Ramona graduated from the "Carol
Davila" University in Bucharest in 2010
and has completed her training in
rheumatology in Romania and Ireland.
She
is
currently
a
certified
rheumatology consultant in Ireland.
She was awarded a EULAR research
fellowship in Dublin regarding the use
of ultrasound in patients with
asymptomatic hyperuricemia in 2014.
Her interests include patient care and
imaging in rheumatic diseases.

valearamona@yahoo.com
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ONGOING COUNTRY LIAISONS – 2020/2021
Israel

Jennifer Ben
Shimol,
MD

Italy and San Marino

Francesca
Crisafulli,
MD

Latvia

Evija
Stumbra
Stumberga,
MD MSc

Jennifer completed medical school at
SUNY Downstate Medical Center
followed by a residency in internal
medicine at Montefiore Medical
Center
and
a
fellowship
in
rheumatology at Mount Sinai Medical
Center.
Currently, she works as a full-time
rheumatologist at the E. Wolfson
Medical Center. She has been
involved research studies, including
most recently an evaluation of
rheumatologic
iRAEs
and
an
assessment of PET/CT in large vessel
vasculitis. Also, she is very dedicated
to clinical education.

Francesca graduated in Medicine and
Surgery at the University of Pavia in
2015. She is currently a rheumatology
resident at the Hospital ‘Spedali Civilidi
Brescia’. Her main areas of interest are
systemic autoimmune diseases and the
management of pregnancy in patients
with
rheumatic
diseases.
Since
November 2018 she is a member of the
Young Rheumatologists Committee of
the Italian Society of Rheumatology
(SIR Young).

Evija graduated from the Riga
Stradina University. She currently
works as Doctor Internist and Doctor
Neurosonology at the Health Center
of Riga Stradins University.

jennifer.benshimol@gmail.com

crisafulli.francesca10@gmail.com

evijastumbra@inbox.lv

Lebanon

Mira
Merashli,
MD
Mira obtained her medical degree
from Beirut Arab University. She
received specialty training at the
American University of Beirut, where
she completed two years of clinical
fellowship in Rheumatology in the
Division of Allergy, Immunology &
Rheumatology.

Lithuania

Ona
MontvydaiteKreivaitiene,
MD
Ona graduated as a medical doctor
from the Lithuanian University of
Health Sciences in 2011.
She currently works at the Dainavos
outpatient clinic and is an assistant in
the Lithuanian University of Health
Sciences.

She is currently a clinical research
fellow for one year at the Chapel
Allerton Hospital (Leeds Teaching
Hospitals NHS Trust).
dr.merashli@hotmail.com

o.kreivaitiene@gmail.com
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Her interests include atherosclerosis,
cardiovascular
diseases,
osteoarthritis,
rheumatoid
arthritis
and
ultrasonography.

Macedonia

Maja
Bojadziovska,
MD
Maja became a rheumatologist in 2010
and is currently working at the clinical
hospital of rheumatology in Skopje,
Macedonia.
Her
professional
and
scientific
interests focus on patients with arthritis
and postmenopausal osteoporosis.
She also works as an assistant at the
Faculty of Medicine in Skopje.

majajurukovska@yahoo.com
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ONGOING COUNTRY LIAISONS – 2020/2021
Malta

Cecilia
Mercieca,
MD Mphil
MRCP
Cecilia currently works as a consultant
in Rheumatology/General Internal
Medicine at the Mater Dei Hospital in
Malta.
Her main interests include service
development, spondyloarthritis and
pediatric rheumatology.
She is a member of the Royal College
of Physicians (UK) and the British
Society for Rheumatology.
merciecacecilia@gmail.com

Norway

Siri
Lillegraven,
MD

Siri graduated as a medical doctor
from the University of Oslo in 2006.
She
currently
works
in
the
Diakonhjemmet Hospital as a research
fellow.
Her main research interests are
imaging, epidemiology and rheumatoid
arthritis.

siri.lillegraven@gmail.com

Moldova

Victoria
SadoviciBobeica
MD PhD
Victoria is an assistant professor at
the Department of Internal Medicine
of the State University of Medicine
and Pharmacy “Nicolae Testemitanu”
in Moldova. She graduated from the
same university in 2009.
Her main research interests include
systemic diseases and systemic
lupus erythematosus.

victoria.sadovici-bobeica@usmf.md

Poland

Agata
SebastianSpera
MD PhD
Agata obtained her MD degree from
the Wroclaw Medical University in
Poland.
She is currently working as specialist
at the Rheumatology Department of
the Wroclaw Medical Hospital.
Her main research interests are
connective tissue diseases, mainly
SLE and progressive systemic
sclerosis.

agatasebastian@vp.pl

APRIL 2021

Montenegro

Rifat
Medjedovic
MD

Rifat received his MD degree from the
Faculty of Medicine at the University
of Montenegro.
He currently works as a specialist at
the Department of Rheumatology and
Internal Medicine of the Clinical
Center of Montenegro.
His main interests are ultrasound
imaging
and
systemic
lupus
erythematosus.
rifat.medjedovic@gmail.com

Portugal

Filipa
Farinha,
MD

Filipa graduated from the Faculty of
Medicine of the University of Coimbra
in 2010 and qualified as a
Rheumatologist in 2017 in Portugal.
Currently she is a PhD student at
University College London, focusing
on the clinical outcomes and on the
autoantibodies and antigens involved
in the pathogenesis of membranous
lupus nephritis. Her main research
interests include systemic lupus
erythematosus,
biostatistics,
musculoskeletal
ultrasound
and
paediatric rheumatology.
filipa.mcfarinha@gmail.com
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ONGOING COUNTRY LIAISONS – 2020/2021
Romania

Russia

Vasilia
IorgoveanuStoian,
MD PhD

Elizaveta
Vasilenko
MD

Vasilia graduated as a medical doctor
from the University “Carol Davila” in
Bucarest in 2012. She currently works
as a rheumatology specialist in private
health care.

Serbia

Jelena Colic
MD PhD

Elizaveta obtained her medical degree
from the Medical Faculty of the St.
Petersburg State University, Russian
Federation. She has started her PhD
studies at the same university in
September 2017.

Jelena completed her PhD in the
Epidemiology department at the
Faculty of Medicine in Belgrade. She
currently works as a specialised doctor
at the Institute of Rheumatology,
Belgrade.

Her main research interests are
musculoskeletal ultrasonography and
Sjogren’s Syndrome.

Her main areas of interest are axial
spondyloarthritis and psoriatic arthritis.

She was a member of the organizing
committee
of
10th
ORPHEUS
conference in Belgrade in 2015 and is
a member of the EUSTAR Young
investigators group from April 2018.

iorgoveanuvasi@yahoo.com

elisaavas@gmail.com

jcolicster@gmail.com

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Ulrika
Ursinyova
MD PhD

Jaka
Ostrovršnik
MD

Ulrika completed her MD at Comenius
University and defended her PhD
thesis at the Slovak Medical University,
Bratislava.
She
is
currently
working
as
rheumatologist in training at the
National
Institute
of
Rheumatic
Diseases in Piestany, Slovakia.
Her professional and scientific interests
focus on biological therapy and
prognosis of treatment of rheumatoid
arthritis.
ulrika.ursinyova@gmail.com

Jaka graduated from the Faculty of
Medicine, University of Ljubljana.
He currently is a resident and PhD
student at the Department of
Rheumatology in Ljubljana.
He is interested in clinical research,
mostly in the field of vasculitis, and will
soon start to investigate rheumatic
manifestations
of
cancer
immunotherapy.

jaka.ostro@gmail.com
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Valentina
Emmanuela
Emperiale,
MD

Valentina graduated as medical doctor
from the Pontifical Catholic University
of Chile in 2014, where she was an
undergraduate
clinical
research
assistant for the Rheumatology
Department and teaching assistant.
She also conducted an elective
internship in Rheumatology in Baden.
Since 2016, she is a Rheumatology
Resident in Madrid.
Besides the clinical practice, she is
focused on medical education and
clinical research, particularly regarding
spondyloarthritis
and
systemic
autoimmune diseases.
vemperiale@gmail.com
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ONGOING COUNTRY LIAISONS – 2020/2021
Switzerland

Muriel
Elhai,
MD PhD

Muriel is a medical doctor, currently
being an Assistant at the Department
of Rheumatology, University of Zürich.
She performed a PhD in Immunology
(mouse models of systemic sclerosis).
After working in Paris as Assistant in
Rheumatology for four years she
moved to Zürich, working as a postdoc
in the Center of Experimental
Rheumatology on the epigenetic
changes of synovial fibroblasts in joint
diseases.
Her main research interests are
systemic sclerosis, autoimmunity and
synovial fibroblasts.
muriel-elhai@hotmail.fr

Turkey

Ufuk
Ilgen,
MD

Ufuk graduated as a medical doctor
from the Hacettepe University Medical
School in 2011. He currently works as
a research assistant in the Department
of Rheumatology at the Trakya
University Medical School in Edirne.
His main research interests are
amyloidosis, hereditary periodic fever
syndrome, antiphospholipid syndrome,
treatment of familial Mediterranean
fever, biomarkers and activity/severity
indices in systemic sclerosis.

ufukilgen@gmail.com

Ukraine

Olena Zimba,
MD PhD

Olena got her PhD degree in 2010
and since 2013, she has been
undertaking post-doctoral research in
the field of systemic vasculitides.
She currently works as Associate
Professor in the Department of
Internal Medicine N2 at the Danylo
Halytsky of the Lviv National Medical
University.
Olena is also a member of the
EMEUNET Peer Mentoring
SubCommittee.

zimbaolena@gmail.com

United Kingdom

Su-Ann Yeoh
MD

Su-Ann graduated as a medical
doctor from the University of
Nottingham in 2012.
She
currently
works
as
Rheumatology Clinical Research
Fellow at University College London.
Her main research interests are
bDMARDs, rheumatoid arthritis, Tcells, TNF-alpha and treatment
strategies.
su-ann.yeoh@nhs.net
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THANK YOU TO FORMER COUNTRY LIAISONS
The role of the EMEUNET Country Liaisons requires networking and continuous communication.
Our Country Liaisons usually rotate every 3 years. This offers all young fellows in each country the
chance to actively represent EMEUNET at the national level.
We warmly thank the Country Liaisons who handed over their role and work to new fellows in
2019-2020, and count on their support for EMEUNET in the future!

Hungary

Iceland

Gunnar Tomasson,
MD

Zsolt Mangel,
MD

Sweden

The Netherlands

Rachel Knevel,
MD PhD

Ylva Borgas,
MD

United Kingdom

Marina Frleta-Gilchrist,
MD PhD
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COUNTRY LIAISONS IN ACTION

COUNTRY LIAISONS ACTIVITIES
Although the current pandemic posed a difficult scenario, it has not stopped our Country
Liaisons! Here are some of the activities they promoted during the present year.

Jean-Guillaume Letarouilly, our CL for France collaborates with the “Rhumatologues
En Formation” section of the national society and promoted EMEUNET at the general
assembly of their national congress.

Our CL for Spain, Valentina Emperiale is also a crucial member of the young section of
the Spanish Society for Rheumatology (JOVREUM) and continues to actively spread
EMEUNET initiatives!
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Armenia
Anna
Petoyan,
MD

Austria
Philipp
Bosch,
MD
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Bosnia and
Herzegovina
Hamdija
Mujaric,
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Philipp did
studied
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Medical
AnnaZimba,
graduated
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doctor
Hamidija
as a medical
Olena
the as
EMEUNET
for Ukraine,
a fantastic
job on
an article
about graduated
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University of Graz until 2017, and has
from
the
Yerevan
State
Medical
doctor
from
the
Military
Medical
history of Rheumatology in Ukraine and future perspectives. EMEUNET was there!
University in 2013. She currently
works as resident in rheumatology in
the “Muratsan” University Hospital.
Her main research interests are
antiphospholipid
syndrome,
rheumatoid arthritis, systemic lupus
erythematosus, systemic sclerosis
and vasculitis.
petoyan91@gmail.com

done diverse exchange programs in
Germany, Italy and the USA, as well
as the United States Licencing
Examination.
Currently, he is a PhD and research
fellow at the Medical University of
Graz
at
the
department
of
Rheumatology and Immunology.
His research is focused on biomarkers
in psoriatic arthritis. Another scientific
interest of his is imaging in rheumatic
diseases.

Academy in 2007. He currently works
in the rheumatology department at
the university clinic in Sarajevo.

His main research interests are
echography of the abdomen and
locomotor system, and biological
therapy in rheumatic diseases.
hamdo_m@yahoo.com

philippbosch@gmx.at

Anne Kerola, our Finnish CL, liaised with her national Society and prompted the
addition of a link toCzech
our network on the Finnish Rheumatology
Society’s website. This
Denmark
will be very helpful for
our
community
to
grow
in
that
country.
Republic
Morten

Veronika
Balajková,
MD
Veronika graduated as a medical
doctor from the Charles University in
Prague in 2015. Since then she has
been working as a physician at the
Institute of Rheumatology in Prague,
where she is also doing her training in
rheumatology. In 2018 she obtained
the 1st degree of specialisation in
internal medicine.

Aagaard
Nielsen,
MD

Finland
Anne
Kerola,
MD PhD

Morten graduated as a medical doctor
in 2016. After a year as an intern in
general medicine and acute medicine,
he started his PhD at Aarhus
University in the field of immunology
and rheumatology, working closely
together with the Rheumatology
Iutpatient Clinic at Aarhus University
Hospital.

Anne graduated from the Medical
Faculty of the University of Helsinki in
2016. She is currently specializing in
rheumatology in the Päijät-Häme
Central Hospital in Lahti, Finland. She
has been involved in rheumatology
research in her home country from
2012 onwards, and she defended her
thesis
on
epidemiology
of
comorbidities in rheumatoid arthritis in
In 2015 she
has also started
PhDItaly,
Hisdid
main
focus
is treatment
2015.
Francesca
Crisafulli,
our CLher
from
notresearch
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opportunity
during
the Italian
with
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special
interest
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systemic
of
rheumatic
diseases
and
the
Society of Rheumatology (SIR) Congress to promote EMEUNET. SIR young are
lupus
erythematosus
and
in
discovery of new targets, as well as
Her major research interests include
unstoppable!
neuropsychiatric lupus. She is also
stratification of patients. He is also
comorbidities
and
health
care
part of a research group on systemic
interested in optimizing the training
utilization in rheumatic diseases.
lupus erythematosus supported by the
within the field of rheumatology
anne.kerola@helsinki.fi
Ministry of Health of Czech Republic.
morten.a.nielsen@biomed.au.dk
balajkova@revma.cz
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COUNTRY LIAISONS IN ACTION

COUNTRY LIAISONS ACTIVITIES
Mira Merashli, our CL from Lebanon, joined the #Wearamask campaign on Twitter!

Our CL from Austria, Philipp Bosch, also joined the #Wearamask campaign! He
currently contributes to the the Austrian society of rheumatology (ÖGR) SoMe accounts
where he actively promotes our community!

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR KEEPING ON
PROMOTING EMEUNET IN THIS DIFFICULT YEAR!
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Kerola,
MD PhDAnne

James Bluett, MD, PhD – UK

The updated flyers with the new
EMEUNET logo

James is a senior clinical lecturer and honorary consultant in rheumatology at the University
of Manchester with an interest in strategies to improve treatment response in rheumatoid
arthritis. In 2015 he completed his PhD investigating methotrexate adherence in rheumatoid
arthritis and methotrexate-pneumonitis, presenting his work at international conferences and
collaborated internationally. He is the co-deputy director of the MSc Clinical Rheumatology
at the University of Manchester. James is a member of the Newsletter Subgroup.

The EMEUNET translated flyers
james.bluett@manchester.ac.uk
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Ertugrul received his M.D. and Internal Medicine specialist degrees from Hacettepe
University, Ankara, Turkey. He is currently clinical fellow-in-training in Division of
Rheumatology at same university. Also he is simultaneously in education program of
Immunology MSc. His past work was about clinical features and disease course of NeuroBehcet’s Disease. He is planning to focus on translational research about immunorheumatology and mechanisms of rheumatism (especially about vasculitis and rare
diseases). He is active member of ORPHANET-Tr in Health Institutes of Turkey. Ertugrul is
a member of the Peer Mentoring Subgroup.
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We thank all of those who contributed to this project!
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THE COUNTRY LIAISONS ANNUAL MEETING

THE COUNTRY LIAISONS MEETING AT EULAR 2020
This year has been unique for everyone, as the traditionally held face-to-face country liaison
meeting went virtual in the context of the EULAR E-Congress, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Nevertheless, the participation of the Country Liaisons was outstanding with high attendance
outnumbering previous editions.
This year, Jelena Colic (Serbia), George Fragoulis (Greece) and Philipp Bosch (Austria)
presented their work. Afterwards, all CLs engaged in discussing their relationship with their
national societies and how they managed to establish contact and work along with them. Before
closing the meeting, the traditional survey used to be sent to each CL was changed for a live one
using Kahoot!. Therefore, we were able to have our discussion in a more ludic way. Again, many
ideas were brought into the discussion that will be put into practice for upcoming projects.
Despite not being able to have our annual meeting the way we used to, it was a pleasure sharing
this experience with all the Country Liaisons and members of our subcommittee.
This year we will have the opportunity to meet again and resume our discussion to keep our work
moving on. Thank you for your efforts during these difficult times!

Country LiaisonMeeting
EMEUNET Country Liaison
Materials & Methods…..

Young rheumatology in Sebia
Jelena Colic, CL
EULAR, 2020

George Fragoulis
CL for Greece and Cyprus
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EULAR | EMEUNET COMMUNITY

EULAR | EMEUNET: Our Community in numbers
The Country Liaisons work for the spread of our network in their countries. The number of
EULAR | EMEUNET members varies between countries and is one of the aspects we use to
assess the performance of each Country Liaison. Below you can find the current top 10
countries with the most members of our community and the ones with the best recruitment
figures over the past year.

Country
Italy & San Marino
UK
Spain
The Netherlands
Romania
Portugal
France
Egypt
Russia
Germany

N of members
238
216
197
163
158
145
137
135
87
82

Top ten countries with most EULAR | EMEUNET members until March 2021

Country
Italy & San Marino
UK
Portugal
Russia
Greece & Cyprus
The Netherlands
Turkey
Spain
France
Germany

New members
17
15
15
15
10
9
8
6
6
6

Top ten countries with most new EULAR | EMEUNET members recruited 2020-2021
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OUTSTANDING COUNTRY LIAISONS

THE OUTSTANDING COUNTRY LIAISONS IN 2021
Being a Country Liaison requires continuous effort and significant commitment for spreading the
EMEUNET voice at the national level. We are happy to acknowledge the work of Country
Liaisons who had an outstanding performance.
For such recognition, we considered recruitment figures, promotion of our network at national
events, communication with the Country Liaisons subgroup. The choice is always difficult, but
mostly in this burdensome year due to the challenges posed by the current pandemic.
Although we highlight three of the most active Country Liaisons, we would like to express our
gratitude to all of them for their continuous dedication to making the EMEUNET network
bigger and better!

A big thank you to Francesca (Italy and San Marino),
Su-Ann Yeoh (UK) and Elizaveta (Russia)!

Francesca Crisafulli

Su-Ann Yeoh

Elizaveta Vasilenko

Italy and San Marino

UK

Russia

CONGRATULATIONS FOR YOUR TERRIFIC WORK !
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NEW PROJECTS

THE COVID-19 EXPERIENCE
COVID-19 has changed our everyday work routine. We’ve asked our CL’s their experience
during the pandemic about the difficulties they’ve found and how they engaged to develop the CL
activities. The UK Country Liaisons kindly accepted the challenge!

“My research studies got interrupted and I was redeployed to clinical
medicine to help out with COVID-19 work”
Su-Ann Yeoh
UK CL (England)

“Moving up back to Glasgow in August has had an impact in terms of
difficulty to get to know the other research fellows and clinical team”
Andrew Melville,
current UK CL (Scotland)

Marina Frleta-Gilchrist
Former UK CL
(Scotland)

“I’m really excited now when the actual real-life patient comes in a clinic and
I can listen to someone’s chest, do a proper clinical examination… Probably
partially I’m de-skilling because we spent lots of time talking to patients
rather than seeing them”

“Most of our clinics are telephone clinics, we only see new patients and
urgent reviews in person”

“Having all these online teaching meetings, I think it almost felt there was an
overload of that at the start… but now I’m starting to appreciate the benefits
of it”

If you’ve enjoyed knowing about their
experience and want to know more,
we will soon publish the full edited
interview.
Keep tuned and more countries
to come!
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eular during the Covid-19 Pandemic.
EULAR continues to provide valuable content and guidance for clinicians and patients with
Rheumatic Musculoskeletal Diseases (RMDs) around the world during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access the EULAR COVID-19 Repository for clinicians - a dedicated space for clinicians and
patients where all COVID-related resources and guidelines are concentrated.
 EULAR guidlines:
 COVID-19 Clinic visit guidelines
 EULAR provisional recommendations for the management of rheumatic and
musculoskeletal diseases in the context of SARS-CoV-2
 Factors associated with COVID-19-related death in people with rheumatic diseases
 Plain Language Summaries of the COVID-19 Global Rheumatology Alliance
 EULAR - COVID-19 Reporting database for rheumatologists and other clinicians.
 The EULAR - COVID-19 Database is a European pediatric and adult database to
report on outcomes of COVID-19 in patients with RMDs. It has been updated
with Module 2 – reports on cases of vaccination against SARS-CoV-2 of patients
with RMDs are now being collected. The page also contains national registries.
 Information on vaccination against SARS-CoV-2 in patients with RMDs:
 EULAR December 2020 View points on SARS-CoV-2 vaccination in patients with RMDs
by Prof. Johannes Bijlsma.
 EULAR PARE Webinar on COVID-19 and vaccination in RMD patients: What we know
so far

Recently the EULAR points to consider on
pathophysiology and use of immunomodulatory
therapies in COVID-19 have been published in Annals of
Rheumatic Diseases. They summarize information that
has been gathered so far on available treatment options
and pathogenic mechanisms in COVID-19, based on
published studies. These are the points to consider for
finding optimal management options in patients with
SARS-CoV-2 infection.
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EDUCATIONAL EVENTS

UPCOMING EULAR WEBINARS

EULAR Health Economics in Rheumatology Webinar

Date & Time: Monday, 12 April 2021, 17:30 – 19:10 CEST
Description: The webinar aims to address the dramatic need for
rheumatologists, health professional working in the field of rheumatology and
people living with rheumatic diseases to be aware of the economic issues
around the impact and the care of rheumatic diseases. The presentations will
develop why and how active participation of professionals and patients may
facilitate the development of more optimal rheumatology care across Europe
(and other continent) and larger access to therapeutic innovation.
Target audience: This is an educational activity targeting people working in
the field of rheumatology as well as people affected with rheumatic conditions.
The webinar aims to make a non-expert audience more familiar with
rheumatic disease economic impact as well as economic assessment of
therapeutic innovations.
Scientific Organisers: Bruno Fautrel (France), Francis Guillemin (France)
Speakers: Annelies Boonen (Netherlands), Bruno Fautrel (France), Francis
Guillemin (France), Maarten de Wit (Netherlands), Manuela Joore
(Netherlands), Sabine Grimm (Netherlands)
Program: available online
Venue: Online, esor.eular.org
Course fee: Free of charge
Registration: You will need to login to your EULAR School of Rheumatology
account to register. If you do not have a School account, you will need to
create one before registering. After you have logged in, click on the "Enrol me"
button to register for the webinar.
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EDUCATIONAL EVENTS

UPCOMING EDUCATIONAL EVENTS

MAY
2021

OARSI 2021
• When and Where: 29 Apr – 1 May 2021, Virtual Event
• Website: https://2021.oarsi.org/
Digital European Calcified Tissue Society Annual Congress 2021 (ECTS 2021)
• When and Where: 6-8 May 2021, Virtual Event
• Website: https://www.ects2021.org/
ACR Pediatric Rheumatology Symposium (PRSYM) 2021
• When and Where: 19-22 May 2021, Virtual Event
• Website: https://www.rheumatology.org/Learning-Center/EducationalActivities/View/ID/1031
Australian Rheumatology Association Annual Scientific Meeting
• When and Where: 21-23 May 2021, Sydney, Australia (Hybrid Event)
• Website: https://www.araconference.com/
12th International Congress on Autoimmunity
• When and Where: 28 May – 1 Jun 2021, Virtual Event
• Website: https://autoimmunity.kenes.com/

JUNE
2021

EULAR 2021
• When and Where: 2-5 Jun 2021, Virtual Event
• Website: https://congress.eular.org/index.cfm
Federation of Clinical Immunology Societies (FoCIS) Annual Meeting 2021
• When and Where: 8-11 Jun 2021, Virtual Event
• Website: https://www.focisnet.org/meetings/focis-2021/
European Society of Musculoskeletal Radiology (ESSR) Congress 2021
• When and Where: 10-12 Jun 2021, Virtual Event
• Website: https://www.essr.org/congress/essr-2021/
5th World Immune Regulation Meeting
• When and Where: 30 June - 3 Jul 2021, Virtual Event
• Website: http://www.wirm.ch/
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EDUCATIONAL EVENTS

UPCOMING EULAR WEBINARS

EULAR-AFLAR Webinar Series – Webinar 2

Date & Time: Saturday, 15 May 2021, 09:00 – 10:00 CEST
Description: EULAR and AFLAR have developed a collaborative educational
program based on a series of Webinars on different topics that are of interest
for the AFLAR community. The second seminar of the Series is devoted to the
Epidemiology of Rheumatic Diseases
Target audience: This programme is addressed to trainees, young
Rheumatologists but also to experienced Rheumatologists who can be
interested in specific topics.
Scientific Organisers: Prof. Johannes Bijlsma (Netherlands)
Speakers: Prof. Johannes Bijlsma (Netherlands), Dr. Pedro Machado (United
Kingdom), Dr. Hakeem Olaosebikan (Nigeria)
Program: available online
Venue: Online, esor.eular.org
Course fee: Free of charge
Registration: No formal registration needed. The webinar link will be
available above on 15 May 2021, two hours before the webinar at 07:00
CEST. Microsoft Teams will be used for the webinar. The webinar room will
open 10 minutes before the webinar starts
APRIL 2021
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EDUCATIONAL EVENTS

UPCOMING EDUCATIONAL EVENTS

EULAR | EMEUNET’s “Improve your poster presentations!” webinar –
recording available soon
The EULAR | EMEUNET Webinar “Improve your poster presentations”, hosted by Felice
Rivellese, Sebastián Rodriguez-García, Manouk De Hooge, starring Catherine Haines and
Loreto Carmona, was held on March 16th at 8 pm (CET) and was a great success. The webinar
aimed to aims to provide tools for creating posters from scratch and present them at scientific
congresses. It was designed as an interactive exercise where attendants could share their
views and doubts with the faculty.

The recording will be available shortly on our YouTube channel!
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EULAR 2021 virtual again
June 2nd – 5th, 2021
EULAR has decided to hold the EULAR 2021 Congress virtually
again to protect everyone's health and safety. For more information,
read the message by the EULAR President Ian McInnes.
The EULAR European Congress of Rheumatology comprises the
major event in the calendar of world rheumatology. The EULAR
2021 Virtual Congress will address a wide range of topics
including clinical, translational and basic science. Sessions
dedicated to People with Arthritis and Rheumatism in Europe
(PARE), Health Professionals in Rheumatology (HPR) will feature
prominently.
Registration for the EULAR Virtual CONGRESS is now open
View the EULAR 2021 Congress Scientific Programme (web
version)
Final programme (PDF)
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CALL FOR LATE-BREAKING ABSTRACTS TO
EULAR 2021
EULAR invites you to submit a late-breaking abstract to the
European Congress of Rheumatology, EULAR 2021, to take
place as a virtual Congress.
Clinical and scientific breakthroughs will be selected for latebreaking abstract presentations to participants of EULAR 2021,
based on merit, timeliness and interest by the Scientific and
Abstract Committees. The late-breaking research is limited to
highly significant and timely findings in rheumatology that were
not available by 31 January 2021 (the deadline of regular
abstract submission).
Submit your late breaking abstract:
Opening 13 April 2021
Deadline 29 April 2021
More information available on the EULAR Congress website.
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EMEUNET SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN: #WEARAMASK

All over Europe, COVID-19 cases have been rapidly increasing again. This has mainly been
driven by the younger population. @EMEUNET has started the social media campaign:
#wearamask. The aim of this is to raise awareness for the need to wear a mask and follow social
distancing to slow the infection rate of COVID-19 and “flatten the curve”. Through our social media
channels, we are spreading the message, especially to the younger population, to slow down the
infection rates and therefore protecting vulnerable groups like elderly people and people with
RMD´s and to reduce the amount of hospitalized COVID-19 patients. Therefore, EMEUNET is
posting pictures and videos of its members wearing a mask and sharing important messages of
who they are wanting to protect. We encourage all of you to join in! Share your photos and
messages marking them with the #wearamask hashtag, and do not forget to endorse the
@EMEUNET Twitter or @EMEUNET Facebook account!.

Check out a message from
our Chair Felice Rivellese
on our Youtube channel!
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EMEUNET PODCASTS!
Are you too busy to read the whole Newsletter?
Do you want to keep updated about the main EMEUNET
activities and save time?
With our Podcasts, you can get updated while on the go, with extracts of the recent
newsletters, highlights of the most recent publications in the field of Rheumatology, selected
for you by EMEUNET members (What Is New), interviews and review of other EMEUNET
activities.

Where to listen:
Anchor

Apple
Podcasts

Breaker

Google
Podcasts

Overcast

Pocket
Casts

Radio
Public

Spotify

SHARE YOUR IDEAS!
Over the years EMEUNET has developed several projects covering different topics and
areas of interest. However, we always appreciate any suggestions and welcome new
ideas to expand on what we currently offer to EMEUNET members. Make your voice
heard and share your ideas with us!
For additional suggestions and ideas, just write down some lines to summarize your
proposal and send it either via email at emeunet@eular.ch or through our website
(http://emeunet.eular.org/contact_us.cfm). Don’t forget to provide your contacts so we
can come back to you for additional details!
More information about EMEUNET can be found at http://emeunet.eular.org

www.facebook.com/EMEUNET
www.twitter.com/EMEUNET
https://www.linkedin.com
EMEUNET Tube
EMEUNET Podcast
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